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A Note to Parents 


DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy 
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished 
Professor of Education at Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell 
has served as President of the National Reading Conference, 
the College Reading Association, and the International 
Reading Association. 


Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series. Each DK READER is 
guaranteed to capture a child’s interest while developing his 
or her reading skills, general knowledge, and love of reading. 


The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child: 


Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 

Level 4: Proficient readers 


The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
can be anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower levels is very helpful 
for providing encouragement, discussing storylines, and 
sounding out unfamiliar words. 


No matter which level 
you select, you can be sure 
that you are helping your 
child learn to read, then 
read to learn! 
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Train Travel 


Written by Deborah Lock 


DK Publishing 


Tickets please! 
|\ Climb aboard! 
Watch your step! 


We are going on a trip of 


a lifetime to see the world by train. 


It’s a slow start as we wind 


our way up a mountain. 


We are on a small train in India. 


The ride will take eight hours. 
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We have picked : 
up speed. , 
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We are on 


a steam train. 


We travel from the mountains 
to the sea in Scotland. 

This viaduct has 21 arches. 
It’s been standing 


for more than 100 years. 


Dinner is served! 
We are on the famous 
: Orient Express. 
We are traveling from city 
: to city in Europe. 


A diesel engine pulls 
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the shiny old carriages. 
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Whoosh! 
We zigzag through 


the Andes mountains in Peru. 


This track is called 
the “Railroad in the Clouds.” 
It’s the second-highest railroad 


in the world. 
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Sit back and relax. 


We have a long trip ahead on 


the longest railroad in the world. 


We are traveling all the way 


across Russia. 


Goods trains 
pull more 
than 200,000 
containers 
along this 
railroad 
every year. 


Look out for kangaroos! 
We are traveling through 
the middle 


of Australia. 


We are on a very long train 
called the Ghan. 


It can pull lots of carriages. 


It can be nearly a mile 


(over a kilometer) long. 
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Are you tired? 
This is the most comfortable 
train in the world. 


You have your own bedroom - 


on the Blue Train. 


Come and sit in the lounge. 


Enjoy the views 
of South Africa. >| gia 
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Do you like bridges? 

There are about 300 bridges on 
this trip through the Swiss Alps. 
The windows are huge so 
you can see everything. 


Click, clack! 


The train uses cogwheels 


to go up and down steep hills. 
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This is the Silver Lady. 


It has a diesel engine. 


It’s like a silver thread streaking 
through the United States. 

At night, you can rest 

in the sleeper carriages 


or on a chair that leans back. 
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This train takes four days 


~ You'll get the best views from 
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¥ the vistadome. 
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Are you in a hurry? 

This train in Japan is fast! 
It’s like a bullet, whizzing 
from station to station. 


This electric train gets its ~* A; 


power from the wire 


above the track. 


It’s dark! 


We are in a tunnel dug in 


the rock under the sea. 


The sea is between England 
and France. 


This fast train takes 35 minutes 


F| to go through the long tunnel. 


: Our trip ends on the fastest 
train yet! 

> Its rails are high above 

the ground. 

This train in China uses 


: magnet power. 
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What trains will you go on 


in the future? 


Take a look at where 
you have been. 


Which was your favorite 


train trip? 
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See page 
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See page 
20-21 


See page 
10-11 
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Glossary 


Carriages 
wheeled vehicles that 
carry many people 


Cogwheel 
a wheel with raised 
parts called teeth 


Container 
a large metal box that 
carries goods 


Viaduct 

: a bridge with arches 
with a road or rails 
on top 

Vistadome 


a carriage with a glass 
dome on the top 
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of a lifetime to travel on trains 
around the world. 
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